[image: ]The Order of Service                     
for Home Worship
Second Sunday before Lent – 
Creation Sunday

Hymn 1:  Eternal Father, Strong to Save.
1. Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea.

2. O Saviour, whose almighty word
The winds and waves submissive heard,
Who walkedst on the foaming deep,
And calm, amid its rage, didst sleep:
O hear us, when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea.

3. O sacred Spirit, who didst brood
Upon the waters dark and rude,
And bid their angry tumult cease,
And give for wild confusion, peace:
O hear us, when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea.

4. O Trinity of love and power,
Our bretheren shield in danger’s hour.
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them whereso’er they go,
And ever let there rise to thee
Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May your strength overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, and your Spirit draw us to that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of our sins that we may know his peace in our hearts.

Lord Jesus, you reconcile us to one another and to the Father. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, glory be to God on high;
Alleluia, to the Saviour who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity;
Alleluia, Alleluia, to the Triune Majesty.
[bookmark: _Hlk133948101][bookmark: _Hlk140571602]
[bookmark: _Hlk152865448]Collect:   Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit  reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever.  Amen.

A reading from the book of Proverbs                                                       8.1, 22-31
Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long ago. Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth - when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world’s first bits of soil. When he established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the human race.
[bookmark: _Hlk133389887]This is the Word of the Lord.                                                            Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk145609043][bookmark: _Hlk152095193][bookmark: _Hlk156641955]Psalm 104. 24-35               Response:  Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord, how manifold are you works! In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide,                                                                       creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great.  (R)

There go the ships and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.                                   
These all look to you to give them their food in due season;                                     
when you give it to them, they gather it up;                                                                            
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.  (R)

When you hide your face, they are dismayed;                                                             
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.                                           
When you send forth your spirit, they are created;                                                           
and you renew the face of the ground.     (R)

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;                                                                           
may the Lord rejoice in his works –                                                                                   
who looks on the earth and it trembles,                                                                             
who touches the mountains, and they smoke.  (R)

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;                                                                                  
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.                                                                      
May my meditation be pleasing to him,   for I rejoice in the Lord.     (R)

Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more.                                                                                         Bless the Lord, O my soul.
O praise the Lord!      (R)

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians                          1. 15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers - all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                          Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John                               1. 1-14
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                  Praise to you, O Christ.

Meditation: Today we honour and celebrate the creative power of God as the Church celebrates Creation Sunday on this the second Sunday before Lent. In our collect prayer today we proclaim God the creator of the heavens and the earth. We acknowledge that we ourselves have been created by him in his own image as his children, as his own Sons and Daughters. Our prayer is that God may teach us to discern his hand in all his works and his image in all his children. There are many ways is which we can learn to discern the hand of God at work in the world. Many people can discern the creative power of God in nature, a walk in the quiet of the countryside observing the beauty of nature can bring us close to God. Seeing people coming together in support of those in need can enable us to see the likeness of God in one another. Acts of kindness, compassion and forgiveness help us see God at work in the world today. For us as Christians, the image of God is most perfectly revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, introduced to us by John in the famous and beautiful prologue to his Gospel. Jesus in the Word made flesh, in Jesus God lived among us and as, John proclaims, we have seen his glory. Jesus is, as S. Paul tells us in his letter to the Colossians, “the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation, in whom all things in heaven and on earth were created. Throughout his public ministry Jesus dedicated his life to opening the eyes and ears of the people to the presence of God in the world and in their lives. All his teachings and miracles witness to the presence of God in the world and in the lives of his people and of his great love for his people. It is because God so loves the world that he sent his Son in order that his people might return to him and share his eternal glory. On this Creation Sunday we give thanks to God for his love for us and for the making us his own Sons and Daughters. We open our hearts to him and pledge ourselves anew to listening to his Son, the Word made Flesh, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. May he open our eyes and ears to the presence of God, may we grow in his ways, discerning his likeness in all we meet that we may truly live and work to his praise and glory. Amen. 

In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the Church and for the world to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among them Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our own ministry area; may the Church be spiritually equipped to reap the harvest of souls.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression, for all suffering the effects of natural disaster and for those suffering from famine or drought; that we may live in reverence for the creation and in harmony and peace with one another. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; that we may bear the harvest of your Spirit in love and joy and peace.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved, for the lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded in our intercession books; relieve them according to their need, strengthen them with your Holy Spirit and console them with the love of Christ.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death falls at this time; welcome them and all the departed into the eternal joy and peace of your heavenly kingdom.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together:

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom,
The power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace:
Jesus said, “Peace, I bequeath to you; my own peace I give you; a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you. The peace of the Lord be with you and with all those whom you love.
And also with you.

Let us pray:
Go before us, Lord, in all we do with your most gracious favour, and guide us with your continual help, that in all our works begun, continued and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name, and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing:
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.

The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself; the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service; the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.


Hymn 2:   Alleluia! Sing to Jesusl

1. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus, his the sceptre, his the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone:
Hark the songs of peaceful Sion thunder like a mighty flood:
Jesus, out of every nation, hath redeemed us by his blood.

2. Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions how;
Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you evermore”?

3. Alleluia! Bread of angels, thou on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to thee from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners, earth’s redeemer, plead for me.
Where the songs of all sinless sweep across the crystal sea.

4. Alleluia! King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary, earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne;
Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest.
Thou on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic Feast.
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